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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU GET COVID? 
Among those who develop symptoms, most (about 80%) recover from the
disease without needing hospital treatment. About 15% become seriously ill
and require oxygen and 5% become critically ill and need intensive care.
Complications leading to death may include respiratory failure, acute
respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), sepsis and septic shock,
thromboembolism, and/or multiorgan failure, including injury of the heart, liver
or kidneys.

Some people who have had COVID-19, whether they have needed hospitalization or
not, continue to experience symptoms, including fatigue, respiratory and
neurological symptoms.

WHO is working with our Global Technical Network for Clinical Management of
COVID-19, researchers and patient groups around the world to design and carry
out studies of patients beyond the initial acute course of illness to understand the
proportion of patients who have long term effects, how long they persist, and why
they occur.  These studies will be used to develop further guidance for patient care.  

ARE THERE LONG TERMS EFFECTS OF COVID? 

WHEN SHOULD I GET TESTED FOR COVID? 
Anyone with symptoms should be tested, wherever possible. People who do not
have symptoms but have had close contact with someone who is, or may be,
infected may also consider testing – contact your local health guidelines and follow
their guidance.  While a person is waiting for test results, they should remain
isolated from others. Where testing capacity is limited, tests should first be done for
those at higher risk of infection, such as health workers, and those at higher risk of
severe illness such as older people, especially those living in seniors’ residences or
long-term care facilities.

ARE ANTIBIOTICS EFFECTIVE AGAINST COVID? 
Antibiotics do not work against viruses; they only work on bacterial infections. COVID-19 is
caused by a virus, so antibiotics do not work. Antibiotics should not be used as a means of
prevention or treatment of COVID-19.In hospitals, physicians will sometimes use antibiotics to
prevent or treat secondary bacterial infections which can be a complication of COVID-19 in
severely ill patients. They should only be used as directed by a physician to treat a bacterial
infection.
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